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Supporting communication. Restoring connection. Rebuilding lives.



Letter from Leadership

Dear Friends and Supporters,

The Aphasia Center of Acadiana was founded from a simple but urgent reality: people with
aphasia in our community had nowhere to go.

Since 2010, we have worked to change that, creating a space where individuals are
supported in reconnecting with their lives, relationships, and identities.

Your investment allows us to provide consistent, long-term support beyond traditional
medical care. Together, we are ensuring that individuals with aphasia have a pathway
forward.

Thank you for being part of this work.

Rose Shuff, President/Founder
Ashley Kidd, Vice President of Finance

About Us
Mission:
To provide services and support to persons with neurological impairment, particularly

persons with aphasia or other neurological communication disorders, in the Acadiana area,
as they strive to regain independence in daily life.

Vision:

A world where people living with neurological impairment, particularly persons with
aphasia, have the resources and the opportunities to continue living productive, purposeful,
and meaningful lives.

Year in Review

Highlights:

- Expanded community programming

- Increased community outreach

- Strengthened existing partnerships

-Outreach Visitation Program with Ochsner started
-Mental health counselor partnerships started

By the Numbers:

- 30 Individuals served through partnership with UL Lafayette and speech therapy services
- 224 speech therapy group sessions held through the partnership with UL Lafayette

-86 Community group sessions in 2025



-69 people with aphasia served through community group participation

- 5 Communities reached: Lafayette, New Iberia, Breaux Bridge, Thibodaux, and Lake
Charles

-10 individual scholarships for mental health counseling

-36 rehabilitation healthcare providers trained

-14 people newly diagnosed with aphasia reached with the visitation program at Ochsner

Programs & Impact

Communication Groups:

- Increased participation and confidence.

-Increased community engagement through group outings
-Education and aphasia advocacy through group outings

Support & Counseling:

- Reduced isolation and improved well-being

-Support groups three times a month in three different locations (Lafayette, Lake Charles &
New Iberia)

-Individual counseling sessions paid for through partnerships and grants.

Community Engagement:
- Increased awareness and accessibility in the community
-Crawfish boil celebration for people with aphasia

Research for a Reason

-We spend countless hours on research that improves the lives of people with aphasia.

We travel around the world to share our research and our passion for aphasia. Our research
is always driven by the following question: What do people with aphasia tell us that they
want?

Current ongoing studies

-texting in aphasia

-friendship in aphasia (Training program)

-mental health experiences in people with aphasia

-mental health counselors communication with people with aphasia

Stories of Impact

“After my stroke, I dream of a community of people like me. You all had built it
already. I owe you all my new life.”- Bill

Your support makes this transformation possible.

Financial Overview

Revenue:
- Donations & Grants: $56,260.37



Expenses:
- Programs & Services $20,596.63

Looking Ahead

- Expand services: more group opportunities, increase the number of people who can
benefit through our intensive comprehensive aphasia program (ICAP), increase the amount
of money available for scholarships for people with aphasia who need mental health
counseling or speech therapy, and expand our groups to other areas of the state.

- Increase outreach: continue to train healthcare providers around Acadiana on aphasia, and
continue to increase community education and make more places aphasia-friendly.

- Strengthen current partnerships and locate new partners.

Get Involved
Donate | Volunteer | Partner | Advocate

Contact Information

Aphasia Center of Acadiana

P.0.Box 43170, Lafayette, LA 70504
337-482-6577
aphasiaacadiana@gmail.com
www.aphasiaacadiana.org



